1/4       Th>e Referendum in Switzerland

The electors who claim the referendum put their
signatures at the foot of a written demand, as in
the case of a federal law. In Ticino the signature
must be given by the elector in person in the com-
munal offices, in the presence of some delegate
of the Chancery. In Neuch&tel and Geneva, the
electors who support the demand for a referendum
must sign personally. In the two former cantons
he must give his Christian name, surname, address,
age, and profession. In the cantons of Lucerne,
Zug, and Schaffhausen the Great Council has power
to divide up a law in certain exceptional cases when
a referendum has been demanded, and may submit
the different provisions separately to the popular
vote.1

In Schaffhausen voting is compulsory, and the
penalty for not voting is a fine of two francs.

Everywhere except in Zug the majority of those
voting decides whether a law shall be accepted or
rejected. In this canton a law is not considered
as rejected unless the majority of registered electors
have voted "No."2 This is a survival of the old
popular veto, when the principle was applied that
qui tacet, consentire videtur.

The name optional referendum is also given some-
times to the popular voting on laws and orders,
which takes place at the instance of the Great
Council itself or at the request of a group of

"[Also in Zurich, Solothurn, and Aargau, where voting is com-
pulsory.]

2 [This is now altered in the new Constitution of 1894, and Zug is
no longer an exception.]